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IVF Options
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I V F O P T I ONS

At Wijnland Fertility Clinic, we are
passionate about helping all our
patients realise their dream of starting
a family, which is why we are now
offer two different types of IVF
treatment options.
With these two options we aim to give
patients access to IVF treatment which
caters to their specific financial and
biological clock time sensitivities. We
understand that lockdown has left
many under immense financial strain,
so we have created this financially
friendly option in lieu of this.
Below we’ve outlined the two options
available – Conventional Bench Top
IVF vs Advanced EmbryoScope TM IVF.
We are also happy to assist with any
questions you may have to help decide
which option is the best for you.

We are proudly the only laboratory in
the Western Cape that only uses the
EmbryoScope TM incubator, and we
take great care and effort with using
this tool to our advantage. Scientific
research with the EmbryoScope TM is
also important to us, and that’s why we
already have two Science Masters done
on our EmbryoScope TM under our belt.
The financially friendly Conventional
Bench Top option is something that
our Advanced EmbryoScope TM IVF has
been competing against all this time.

The Advanced EmbryoScopeTM IVF incubator
has been our standard since 2013.
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H O W DO T HE DIF F E RE N T O PTI O N S
W O R K A ND COMPA RE ?

Conventional Bench top IVF

Advanced EmbryoScopeTM IVF

Ovarian
hyper stimulation

1

Ovarian
hyper stimulation

Trans-vaginal Oocyte
(egg) retrieval

2

Trans-vaginal Oocyte
(egg) retrieval

Egg and sperm
preparation

3

Egg and sperm
preparation

Egg fertilization
in laboratory
(IVF/IMSI/ICSI)
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Egg fertilization
in laboratory
(IVF/IMSI/ICSI)
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Embryo
incubation using
EmbryoScopeTM

Embryo incubation
using Bench Top
Incubator

Embryo growth
monitored manually,
only at certain key
times

Embryo transfer
to uterus
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7

Embryo growth
monitored by camera,
in real-time. Every
single development
stage is recorded

Embryo transfer
to uterus
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U N D E RS TA NDING Y OUR O PTI O N S

Conventional Bench top IVF
Incubator Type

Advanced EmbryoScopeTM IVF

Bench Top

EmbryoScopeTM

There is no camera in the IVF incubator. The
embryos are removed at key developmental
points, so embryologists can view them manually
and can make sure they’re growing as they
should be.

The built-in camera takes automated images of
the oocytes in a closed incubation environment
that does not get disturbed. These images are
then viewed by embryologists in real time.

Manually, only at certain key times.

By camera, in real-time. Every single
development stage is recorded.

Embryologists remove embryos from the
incubator to view their progress

Embryos stay in incubator for full duration of
development cycle, i.e. no human interaction

• Patients who would benefit from financial relief

• Preferred option for all patients

How does it work?

Embryo
monitoring

Human interaction

Ideal option for

Pro’s

• Due to the nature of this option, there is
selection criteria and patients are accepted
based on a case by case basis
• More affordable

• Superior embryo selection

• Internationally approved and tested incubation
technique

• Better reproductive outcomes

• Transfer on Day 3 or Day 5

• Less human interference with embryo
development
• Internationally proved and tested incubation
technique

• Less frequent monitoring of embryos
Con’s

• Less affordable

• More human interference with embryo
development
• Not suitable for all our patients

Average success
rates PET*

± 50%

± 60%

Cost estimates

R40,000 – R50,000

R60,000 – R70,000

*PET Per embryo transfer
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F R E Q UE NT LY A S K E D QU ESTI O N S

It also allows for more superior embryo
selection on Day 5 when one considers
an embryo transfer. In the right hands,
the EmbryoScopeTM can result in superior

Q What is the biggest difference between the
Conventional Bench top IVF vs Advanced
EmbryoScopeTM IVF option?

A

The two biggest differences are:
1.The technology used for our EmbryoScopeTM
IVF is more advanced than that of the
Conventional Bench top IVF option
2.The price – our Bench Top IVF Option is
more affordable

Q Is the Bench Top Incubator a good option?
A

Yes – this is still a very good option for IVF
treatment! It is still an industry standard,
internationally used technique for IVF
treatments used by most clinics around the
world. Bench Top Incubators have been
used since the earlier stages of IVF. We
do, however, prefer to use our Advanced
EmbryoScopeTM IVF option for more
complicated cases so that we have more
information to examine.
EmbryoScope machines came into the
market in the last decade or so, and are very
expensive, which is why not all clinics offer
them as a treatment option. At Wijnland, we
believe in giving our patients access to the
latest technology which is why we have two
EmbryoScopeTM machines in our laboratory.
TM

However, this still does not take away from
the effectiveness and standard industry use
of the Bench Top Incubators, nor its decades
long history of successful IVF outcomes.

Q
A

reproductive outcomes. We have only been
using the EmbryoScopeTM since 2013, and
we have invested a lot of time and money
into making sure we use all the advantages
of the EmbryoScopeTM to our benefit.

Q

I/we have limited eggs and/or sperm –
which option should I/we use?

A

Due to its more advanced monitoring and
superior embryo selection, we recommend
the Advanced EmbryoScopeTM IVF option for
patients who have biological constraints to
consider with their treatment

Q

I/we have tried Bench Top IVF before, and
it did not work. Should we try again using
the EmbryoscopeTM for our next IVF cycle?

A

Each patient’s journey is different, and we
cannot give a definitive answer without
understanding your full medical history and
challenges. However, in our experience, the
EmbryoScopeTM does allow for more detailed
embryo viewing which can reveal something
that conventional incubation did not. This
information could assist in tailoring any future
treatments.

What is better about the Advanced
EmbryoScopeTM IVF option?
The use of the EmbryoScopeTM Incubator
allows for more accurate embryo
development monitoring and no human
interference while the embryo is developing.
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+27 (0)21 882 9666
info@wijnlandfertility.co.za
9 Oewerpark, Rokewood Avenue, Stellenbosch
www.wijnlandfertility.co.za

